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MGHPCC RECEIVES GRANT FROM PEOPLESBANK TO PROVIDE UNIQUE SUMMER CAMP EXPERIENCE COMBINING SPORT AND COMPUTER PROGRAMMING
“Holyoke Codes & Rows Summer Program” Seeks to Inspire Lifelong Physical Fitness,
Interest in STEM Subjects

[bookmark: _GoBack]Holyoke, Massachusetts, July 23, 2018 – The Massachusetts Green High Performance Computing Center (MGHPCC), a non-profit, high-speed data center committed to supporting economic development and educational opportunities in Hampden County, has received a grant from PeoplesBank to provide local students with a free, unique summer camp experience combining rowing and computer programming.

During one of two week-long sessions between July 16 and 27, students ages 9 to 14 will participate in coding and robotics projects in the morning, rowing and kayaking on the Connecticut River after lunch, and digital and offline activities from Minecraft to ping pong at the end of the day.

The Holyoke Codes and Rows Summer Program brings together Holyoke Codes, an education and outreach program of the MGHPCC in partnership with local IT educators and professionals, and Holyoke Rows, a non-profit community organization located at the Jones Ferry River Access Center along the Connecticut River with a mission to provide rowing opportunities for as many community members as possible.  This is the second summer in which the MGHPCC has offered the coding and rowing program.

“We are grateful to PeoplesBank for helping us offer what has become a popular summer program, one that we hope will engage students who might not otherwise consider such academic or athletic pursuits,” said John Goodhue, Executive Director of the MGHPCC.  “Our overriding goal is to foster life skills such as creativity, focus, problem-solving and collaboration that will serve students whatever their career path.”

“Having been involved with the creation of the MGHPCC through financing the renewable energy hydroelectric project that made the center possible, and also having an ongoing interest in the health and education of the youth of our hometown of Holyoke, we are proud to support the Codes and Rows program,” said Matthew Bannister, First Vice President, Marketing & Innovation, for PeoplesBank.



About PeoplesBank
PeoplesBank, founded in 1885, provides deposit, lending and wealth management products and services to families and businesses throughout Massachusetts. With 18 banking offices in Western Massachusetts and assets exceeding $2.4 billion, PeoplesBank operates as a mutual bank, focused on, and responsible for, the success and best interests of its customers, employees and the communities it serves. For more information, visit www.bankatpeoples.com.

About Holyoke Codes
Holyoke Codes provides opportunities for kids to be involved in coding, robotics, and technology.  Technology skills are an important part of being literate in today’s society. We provide access to resources and tools to develop technical skills, and we introduce the material in an accessible, supportive environment that ensures successful experiences. We encourage people to develop creativity, abstract thinking, systematic reasoning, collaborative working skills, and confidence so they will thrive in any environment.

About the MGHPCC
The Massachusetts Green High Performance Computing Center (MGHPCC) provides state-of-the-art infrastructure for computationally intensive research that is indispensable in the increasingly sensor and data-rich environments of modern science and engineering.  Computers at the MGHPCC run millions of virtual experiments every month, supporting thousands of researchers in Massachusetts and around the world.  The MGHPCC was developed through an unprecedented collaboration among the most research-intensive universities in Massachusetts (Boston University, Harvard University, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Northeastern University and the University of Massachusetts); the Commonwealth of Massachusetts; and private industry (Cisco and Dell EMC).  The member universities fund the ongoing operation of the data center, which is open for use by any research organization.
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