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MASSACHUSETTS GREEN HIGH PERFORMANCE
COMPUTING CENTER

MGHPCC RECEIVES GRANT FROM COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF WESTERN MASS. TO CREATE
SUMMER CAMP EXPERIENCE COMBINING WATERSPORTS AND COMPUTER PROGRAMMING
“Holyoke Codes and Rows!” Aims to Inspire STEM Pursuits, Bust Stereotypes

Holyoke, Massachusetts, July 21, 2017 — The Massachusetts Green High Performance
Computing Center (MGHPCC), a non-profit dedicated to providing state-of-the-art,
environmentally responsible infrastructure for research computing systems, has received a
$6,800 grant from the Community Foundation of Western Massachusetts to create a unique
summer camp experience combining watersports and computer programming.

The grant, provided by the Buxton Charitable Foundation Fund and administered through the
Community Foundation of Western Massachusetts, will bring together Holyoke Codes and
Holyoke Rows into a summer camp program called “Holyoke Codes and Rows!” Holyoke Codes,
an education and outreach program of MGHPCC in partnership with local IT educators and
professionals, provides opportunities for Holyoke Public School students to be involved in
coding, robotics, and technology. Holyoke Rows is a non-profit community organization that
aims to provide a wide variety of rowing programs to as many community members as possible.

MGHPCC brought the two organizations together to offer this unique camp experience as a free
summer enrichment option for Holyoke kids, who will work on coding and robotics projects in
the morning, then learn rowing and kayaking on the Connecticut River in the afternoon.

“We are grateful to the Community Foundation for the opportunity to inspire campers with the
power of coding and rowing,” said John Goodhue, Executive Director of the MGHPCC. “Our
hope is that by combining access to hands-on science and technology education, time outside
learning about ecosystems, and just plain fun, we will inspire kids to pursue STEM education
and careers.”

The project is designed to show kids that succeeding at technology or sports is not mutually
exclusive, and to break down stereotypes that place people in one group or the other. It is also
intended to increase students’ academic confidence while promoting a healthy lifestyle through
outdoor physical activity. They will also learn such skills as problem solving, creativity,
collaboration, mental focus while fostering an appreciation for nature.

About the Massachusetts Green High Performance Computing Center
The Massachusetts Green High Performance Computing Center (MGHPCC) provides state-of-
the-art infrastructure for computationally intensive research that is indispensable in the



increasingly sensor and data-rich environments of modern science and engineering. Computers
at the MGHPCC run millions of virtual experiments every month, supporting thousands of
researchers in Massachusetts and around the world. The MGHPCC was developed through an
unprecedented collaboration among the state’s most research-intensive universities (Boston
University, Harvard University, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Northeastern
University and the University of Massachusetts); the Commonwealth of Massachusetts; and
private industry (Cisco and EMC). The member universities fund the ongoing operation of the
data center, which is open for use by any research organization. For more information on the
Massachusetts High Performance Computing Center, visit http://www.mghpcc.org.

About the Community Foundation of Western Massachusetts

Founded in 1991, the Community Foundation of Western Massachusetts administers a
charitable endowment consisting of nearly 600 separately identified funds (5121 million)
serving the three counties bordering the Connecticut River in western Massachusetts
(Hampden, Hampshire, and Franklin Counties).
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